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Left: Site of homestead acquired by
H a n s ( J o h n ) E n g e l in 1770 a t
Stackstown, Pennsylvania, and sold by
him to his brother Jacob Engel in 1786.
Somewhere in Conoy Creek which
flows through Stackstown on its way to
the nearby Susquehanna River the first
Brethren in Christ baptism occurred.
The large house on the left was erected
after the period when John and Jacob
Engel owned the site. T h e small
masonry house may have been on the
premises when John Engel gained title
to the property, although there is an
unverifiable t r a d i t i o n t h a t J a c o b
erected it.
Below: Jacob Engel gravestone in East
Donegal Cemetery near M a y town,
Pennsylvania.

What Mean These Stones?
The Children of Israel had reached the east bank of the
Jordan River. The wilderness wandering was behind them.
The land promised lay before them. The River Jordan lay
between. They were now ready to cross.
All had been readied for the crossing. Now, at the
command of Joshua, the priests, bearing the ark of the
covenant, stepped into the Jordan. As the "soles of the
feet" rested upon the water, the waters ceased flowing.
The river dried up where the Israelites were to walk. They
walked through the river on dry ground.
When all had safely passed over, Joshua directed twelve
men—one from each of the twelve tribes—to return to the
middle of the river. Each was to gather a stone and carry it
with him to the encampment at Gilgal. There they were to
set up these stones as a monument.
to page three

General
Conference
Information
The date of this issue is May 25. The deadline for
lodging reservations for General Conference is June 1.
Please be on time. The rooms are filling so rapidly that
people with late requests may need to be housed off
campus.
Please send in your travel plans by June 15, especially if
you wish to have someone meet you at the airport or
station. Your pastor should have all the necessary forms.
The first business session of Conference is on Saturday,
July 1, at 3:30 p.m. Registration times: Friday evening,
June 30, from 7 to 8; Saturday morning from 8 to 9:30,
and from noon until 3 p.m. All registration will be in the
main lobby of the Campus Center.
Forward all requests for exhibit space to the Convention
Director. Do the same for meeting rooms before and
during Conference. Arrangements for some of the latter
can be made after your arrival on the campus.
The General Conference phone number is (717) 7662512. If you call that number before Conference, ask for
Paul Hostetler. From Friday evening on you can ask for
one of three extensions: the Information Desk, the General
Conference Secretary's Office, or the platform in the main
auditorium. If none of these work out, call 766-2621, Paul
Hostetler's home number.
If all seats for the pageant on Tuesday night are not
reserved by June 1, they will then be available for anyone.
Requests for Tuesday evening for people inside the 50-mile
radius will be honored with preference to those whose
requests were sent in first. In addition, all those who
cannot possibly attend on either Thursday or Friday night
will be given reservations on Tuesday night if such requests
are received in time.
Keep in mind that on Tuesday night the pageant will
open at 7 p.m., but the times on Thursday and Friday
nights have been changed to 8 p.m.
Regarding camping units, be sure to specify whether
your unit is self-contained. All other units will need to be
placed near restroom facilities.
Thank you for taking time to fill out all the forms
carefully. If your plans change after you have sent in the
forms, send information on the change(s) to the Convention Director at your earliest convenience. After June 20 it
will be best to use the telephone.
A Church Birthday Celebration, sponsored by Messiah
College, is planned for Tuesday evening, July 4, 9:30 p.m.,
on the lawn between the Campus Center and the church.
Everyone is welcome. (Rain location—main auditorium)

From the Editor
Although I was born into a Brethren in Christ family
and was nurtured in Brethren in Christ congregations I did
not become seriously involved in the life of the church until
in the early 1950's.
The quarter of a century since then has been one of
remarkable change in the denomination. It is even difficult
today to imagine the issues which were on our agenda
then. It would be equally difficult to have seen in the early
50s the issue with which we are dealing today.
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Editorial
What M e a n These Stones?
from cover

Joshua said, "When your children shall ask their fathers
in time to come, saying, what mean these stones? Then ye
shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this
Jordan on dry land. For the Lord your God dried up the
water of Jordan from before you. (Joshua 4:21-23a)."
This was not the only event that was memorialized in the
life of the Children of Israel. The Passover was kept in
memory of that night of deliverance when God took a slave
people and delivered them from the mighty Pharaoh. It is
proper to ask why God felt that it was necessary to
memorialize these events of history. Apparently it meant
that the faithfulness of future generations of the children of
Israel was somehow tied to the remembrance of their past.
This is not just an Old Testament idea for under the New
Covenant we too are called in the Communion Service to a
remembrance of Christ's death which is life for us.
Persons and institutions need to know who they are. This
knowledge of who they are is related to their past—to the
roots they have, to why they are as they are. Amnesia is as
unfortunate in an institution as it is in an individual. Not an
insignificant part of our present social problem—home and
community—is due to a loss of identity and history. People
are cut off from a meaningful past. They have no past to tell
them who they are, what values they have been given, or
what direction or purpose there is to their lives.
During this year of our celebration we will be asking,
"What mean these stones?"
A particularly relevant question centers on the meaning
of all of this for those whose natural and family roots are
not deep in Brethren in Christ history. It will, at times, be
difficult and perhaps impossible to distinguish between
memoralizing our ethnic and family past and our
theological roots. It is true that there is a sizeable number
within the Brethren in Christ church whose family
roots—probably several—reach back many generations.
The names of Engle and Sider and Winger appear early in
Brethren in Christ history. These names are still on our
membership rolls.
Let me pause just long enough to point out that family
names appearing generation after generation on
membership rolls is no mean virtue. If a church cannot hold
its own children there is something seriously wrong. It is to
the credit of the Brethren in Christ that children to the sixth
and seventh generation are in the church.
But our celebration must go beyond an ethnic and family
heritage. What we are really remembering are our biblical
and theological roots. We are remembering how our fathers
read the Bible and how they understood it; how they
expressed their loyalty to the Scriptures and how they
understood the Christian faith.
In fact our roots go back more than 200 years. They go
further back than John Wesley (the early 1700's). They go
deeper than the Pietists (the late 1600's). Earlier even than
the Anabaptists in the early 1600's.
It would be proper to state that our tap root is in the
Scriptures. Abraham, David, Isaiah, Paul, and Peter are
truly our fathers. This biblical heritage has been more
directly transmitted to us through events that happened and
persons who lived in the late decades of the eighteenth
century. Through these persons have come an understanding
of the Bible and the Christian faith which has made the
Brethren in Christ.
May 25, 1978

We become a part of this heritage as we identify with the
Brethren in Christ. This heritage in its essence is biblical
rather than cultural. It is theological at its center rather
than ethnic. It belongs to Angel Perez as much as it does to
Bert Sider. It belongs to Dorance Calhoun just as much as
to Paul Engle. You do not need to speak German or English
to share in this heritage.
In fact some of the most ardent supporters of the heritage
are those who more recently identified with the church.
In future editorials we will seek to identify those features
of our heritage which give us as a brotherhood our distinct
character. We will, as well, seek to relate these qualities of
our character to our life and witness as we move into the
third century of our life together.
Just as a sacred meal and a pile of stones were intended
to aid in the fulfillment of the Children of Israel's destiny
and the living out of their faithfulness, just so, a reflection
on our own history should call us to a new consciousness of
our own purpose and ministry and a new faithfulness to our
calling. Z

From the editor
from page two

This change has not been without its trauma. Although
no major schism resulted, many have found the transition
difficult. It has not been easy to reconcile generations of
teaching, which sought to be biblically based, with changes
in practices which seemed to disregard or radically alter
these teachings. Some were reluctant to leave the past.
Others were eager to rush into the future. One could
describe the tension which this reflects as that between a
concern for "being God's people" and "doing God's
work."
It could be observed that from a biblical standpoint no
tension should exist between these two emphases. But the
ideal is not always easily worked out in the actual.
These two aspects of the church's life can be seen in the
first two articles in this issue. The one article deals with
loving and caring for those within the fellowship. Here is a
theme with which we feel comfortable. We see this as an
expression of what it means to be God's people.
The other article calls for the church to relate redemptively to the homosexual. I suggest that we are not as
comfortable here. This is new territory into which we are
called to move. But we sense this as a call to do God's
work.
But in both of these cases we need to be God's people
and do God's work. The needs may be different. The
territory new, but the response to each is one of love and
understanding. Being God's people is supportive of doing
God's work. Indeed when each is properly understood we
cannot do God's work unless we are God's people. We are
not really God's people unless we are doing His work.
Sounds logical, simple, and easy. It may be logical but it
is neither as simple nor as easy as it sounds.
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"Thou shalt open thy hand wide unto thy brother."

Brotherhood's Prior Claim
C. W. Boyer

It must have been a delightful
period in the life of the Jerusalem
church, when "they had all things
common." when each received "according as he had need," and "neither
was there any a m o n g them that
lacked."
But this experience eventually came
to an end. Perhaps this was due to
rising persecution, along, possibly,
with a depleted treasury. And it was at
this point that the Apostle Paul, with
his urgent financial appeals, brought
about what might be described as a
churchwide "benevolence program,"
to help " t h e poor saints which are at
Jerusalem."
That the Scriptures, both Old and
New Testament, teach the responsibility of God's people to help those in
need, goes, almost, without saying.
"Thou shalt open thine hand wide
unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to
thy needy in thy land," is a command
found in Deut. 15:11. In Jesus'classic
parable of the Good Samaritan, we
find the answer to the question; Who is
my neighbor? We also learn what our
responsibility is to him. In Gal. 6:10,
we are admonished to " d o good unto
all men, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith." And if one
" s h u t t e t h up his bowels of compassion" from a brother in need, "how
dwelleth the love of God in him?", the
Scriptures asks.
The Brethren in Christ do have a
concern for human need, as evidenced
by the creation of a World Hunger
Fund by the General Conference of
1974, and by the report in 1976 that
"the brotherhood is committed to a
sustained and growing response" to
this need. (Item 2, p. 94, 1976 General
Conference
Minutes).
We are also concerned about the
needs of those " w h o are of the
h o u s e h o l d of f a i t h " — o u r own
brothers and sisters in the Lord. And
this aspect of the church's ministry is
carried on under the general term
"Benevolence." How efficient is this
M r . Boyer, who is a frequent contributor to
the Visitor, lives in retirement in Baltimore
where he with his wife attend the Marlyn
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church.

program as to organization, and how
adequately is it meeting the needs?
On the question of organization, we
find that in the local congregations, it
is the deacons who are responsible.
"They shall carry a vital concern for
the needy of the congregation and
report their findings to the Church
Board." (Sec. 5 (c), p. 127 Manual of
Doctrine and Government.) It could
be assumed that the Church Board
would follow up with appropriate
decisions.
The other agency in our benevolence
o r g a n i z a t i o n is t h e B o a r d of
Benevolence, which has responsibility
for certain designated general areas. It
has no official relation to local
benevolence programs, except as it
may receive applications for assistance
f r o m local c o n g r e g a t i o n s . T h e
paragraph in which this procedure is
outlined contains this almost unbelievable (if not shocking) sentence:
"Persons must be members of the
church at least one year to receive
aid." (Sec. 2, p. 86 MDG). If we are to
shut up our "bowels of compassion"
for a year from a needy brother or
sister, we might well ask (and the
needy person or persons might ask),
How dwelleth the love of God in us?
W h a t about this organizational
structure? The role of the deacons as
defined in the Manual, I believe is
scriptural. (See Acts 6:2-4). The
deacons, according to the Manual, are
members of the Church Board. They
have a designated responsibility in
regard to "members in need," which
would suggest that they would meet
separately to consider such needs,
before presenting their findings to the
C h u r c h B o a r d . W o u l d it n o t ,
therefore, seem proper to designate
the deacons as a Benevolence Committee, and might it not also be good
to place a laymember on this committee? It seems, too, that there could
well be additional emphasis (perhaps
in another place in the Manual) on the
importance of this ministry in our
local congregations, with more complete guidance for its implementation.
In regard to the other agency in our
benevolence program, the Board of

Benevolence, it would seem obvious
that this General Board should be
related to the local benevolence
p r o g r a m s in a similar (but not
necessarily identical) manner that the
Board for Missions is related to our
missions programs, and our Board of
Christian Education is related to our
local Christian Education programs.
In this capacity the Board could
receive information regarding local
programs, and give encouragement
and possible guidance in this important area of church responsibility. This
would, of course, require re-defining
and enlarging the duties of this Board,
which it may be in order to consider at
this time.
How well are we meeting our
responsibility now in ministering to
the needs of our brothers and sisters,
for whom we are responsible? (Of
c o u r s e , our a s s i s t a n c e need not
necessarily always be limited to our
own members.)
Some time ago the Editor mentioned his interest in the "Deacons'
Report" in the congregational council
of the N a p p a n e e c o n g r e g a t i o n .
Following this clue, I wrote to the
pastor, Eugene Wingert, asking for
further details. Here is the information given in Brother Wingert's letter:
"This (the Deacon's Fund) is a special
fund for which we receive offerings on
the fifth Sunday of each month, and at
the time of our annual Love Feast.
The deacons of the congregation administer this fund and checks from the
treasury are issued to the deacons, so
that not even the treasurer knows to
whom the aid is given. There is a
limit of $250.00 per year which may
be issued to a single family." In case
of an unusual need, which the
Deacon's Fund could not handle, the
matter is cleared through the Church
Board and, with their approval, a
special appeal is made to the congregation. "Recipients are free to
repay or not repay the money. There
have been some heart-warming experiences of those who have received
aid giving that amount back into the
Fund with deep gratitude. Aid may be
4 Evangelical
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g i v e n t o n o n - m e m b e r s , b u t it is
generally
only those who
are
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n in
some way. W e have always had the
f u n d s to meet the needs at hand. O u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n is q u i t e c o n s c i e n t i o u s in
t h i s r e g a r d a n d very r e s p o n s i v e . "
I a m pleased to say that a similar
p l a n is in e f f e c t in t h e M a r l y n A v e n u e
( B a l t i m o r e ) c o n g r e g a t i o n , of w h i c h w e
a r e n o w m e m b e r s . T h e p l a n is
financed
by o f f e r i n g s d e s i g n a t e d f o r
t h i s p u r p o s e on t h e first S u n d a y o f
each
month,
which
has
been
designated as Benevolence S u n d a y .
N o t i c e s s u c h a s t h e f o l l o w i n g in t h e
S u n d a y B u l l e t i n s k e e p t h e need b e f o r e
the congregation:
B E N E V O L E N C E : Reaching out to the
needy is one of the greatest manifestations

Letters to the editor
Principle vs Practice
A p r o p o recent discussions in the Visitor
pertaining specifically to the practice of the
ordinance of feet-washing, it appears to me
that there are aspects of this subject that
have gone unnoticed.
T h e "cultural ritual" of that day is
clearly seen in the episode of the woman
washing the feet of Jesus in the house of
Simon (Luke 7), when Jesus reminded
Simon of his disregard for the common
courtesies of the time, saying, " t h o u gavest
me no water for my feet."
As to the scene in John 13, it is clearly
stated that the group had just observed the
Passover Supper. In no circumstances
would they have sat down to this holy
supper without first washing their own feet.
It seems presumptuous to imply that at
this juncture they all had dirty feet, and
that the Lord was washing their dirty feet
as a "cultural ritual." W h a t about His own
feet? And did J u d a s still have dirty feet
after Jesus had washed them, because H e
said, " a n d ye are clean, but not all,"
referring to Judas?
If Jesus had merely been carrying out a
"cultural ritual," he would not have said to
Peter, " W h a t I do thou knowest not now,
etc." And again, " K n o w ye what I have
done to you?" Then follow verses 14 and
15, which indicate a relationship that was
new to their c o m m o n experience. His
washing of their feet is quite evidently the
instituting of a new rite or practice symbolic of that new relationship and attitude
brought about by the impartation of His
own divine love; and which H e enjoined
upon them to " g o on doing as I have done
unto y o u . " 1 believe the continuative form
of the verb is used here. At least it is thus
translated in various languages in India,
(v. 15).
The institution ot what we call The
Lord's Supper, or holy communion, at the
same time was not to appease hunger or
thirst, for they had just partaken of the
Passover meal. O n e does not refuse to
practice the symbolic rite of holy commuMay 25,
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of Christian love. It is important for us to
realize that all we do as a congregation
should reflect our concern for one another
and the world. Giving our money is only
one area in showing our love, but it is an
important area, and a much needed act.
Please give generously to our Benevolent
Fund.
T h e s e a r e e x a m p l e s of e f f e c t i v e
b e n e v o l e n t p r o g r a m s b e i n g c a r r i e d on
in t w o of o u r c o n g r e g a t i o n s . A r e t h e s e
e x a m p l e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e c h u r c h at-large?
With
the Board
of
Benevolence's functions enlarged to
i n c l u d e a r e l a t i o n with t h e local c o n gregations, the Board could survey the
Brotherhood to ascertain how adeq u a t e l y w e a r e m e e t i n g this n e e d . T h i s
would
be m e a n i n g f u l i n f o r m a t i o n
w h i c h c o u l d lead t o s t r e n g t h e n i n g o u r
over-all p r o g r a m .

nion on the premise that one is not hungry
or thirsty! And it is no more logical to
refuse to practice the symbolic institution
of feet-washing set up by the Lord
Himself, because one's feet are not dirty.
And to refer to this rite as "meaningless,
a w k w a r d , and a n a c h r o n i s t i c (out of
date)," seems to me to be an unfortunate
choice of words, as be inference it involves
what Jesus did and said that night. And to
call it meaningless, and at the same time
emphasize the carrying out of its "spirit"
or "principle" (meaning), is a literary
boomerang.
The reference in I Tim. 5:10 to widows
washing the saints' feet, must be understood in the light of the direct statement, "saints' feet," as distinguishing it
from the statement regarding lodging
strangers. In the latter case the widow
would have given water to the visitors to
wash their own feet. Hence this must have
reference to the special rite established by
Jesus and observed by the Christian community at that time, and not to the general
custom of providing water for the feet of
any and every visitor, Christian or
stranger.
It seems to me, therefore, that if we
avoid the practice of the symbolic rite of
feet-washing because our feet are not dirty,
then to be consistent we should not join in
the practice of the holy communion of
bread and wine, because we are not hungry
or thirsty. Let us be simple and consistent
in our attitude to these holy institutions.
As for our Church Manual, [Manual of
Doctrine
and
Government]
definite
reference is made to "church life and
practice," and to "scriptural practice" in
relation to feet-washing, on page 11; and
on page 26 the statement is made, " t h e
Scripture teaches the literal observance of
this practice." All this is, of course, quite
clear and plain as to the attitude of the
Brethren in Christ Church, and offers no
loop-holes for semantic contortions or
evasions.
I would suggest reading the article by
Bishop Cinder on " T a k i n g the New Testament Seriously," in the Visitor of May 25,
1976.
A. D. M. Dick
Granthan, PA

J . B. P h i l l i p s tells us in The
Young
Church in Action
that " A wonderful
spirit of g e n e r o s i t y p e r v a d e d t h e w h o l e
fellowship. Indeed, there was not a
single p e r s o n in need a m o n g t h e m . "
( A c t s 4: 33, 34). W e r e c o g n i z e , of
c o u r s e t h a t we, t o d a y , in t h e U n i t e d
S t a t e s a n d C a n a d a , a r e in f a r d i f f e r e n t
circumstances than the J e r u s a l e m
church was. W e do have Social Security, a n d t h e r e a r e t a x - s u p p o r t e d a g e n cies which h e l p relieve h u m a n need in
our c o m m u n i t i e s . But, beyond this,
t h e r e a r e still n e e d s — n e e d s f o r love,
and for caring, yes, for
financial
a s s i s t a n c e . A n d if this s a m e
"wonderful spirit of generosity"
pervades and
motivates our congregations today,
surely w e will be r e a d y t o r e s p o n d with
help t o a b r o t h e r o r sister in n e e d .

M o r e on Wise M e n
The truth of peace in Christ Jesus and of
peacemaking He inspires includes the
positive emphases of both letters to the
editor (February 10 and March 25).
Let us c o n t i n u e to seek first His
Kingdom with grace for submission as
unto our King and also for obedience to
our King that is not watered down. To
exclude any of either we are being too
small and not wise.
Christ is truth enlivened with sharpness
in practical application and with the
bigness of eternal balance.
Roger Eberly
Mt. Jackson, VA

Call for Humility
The news of April 25 has an article in it
that humbles me. It is the one about the
Salvation Army marking the centenary of
its naming. What humbles me is that with
their one hundred years they can show a
membership of more than one million, and
we Brethren in Christ have the courage of
celebrating two hundred years with less
than 15,000. I am wondering what the
Salvationists will say when they read our
report. I feel we would be wise if we would
be very modest in this celebration. It might
be wise if after the service we would cover
the monument with black plastic, and
make a new and deeper commitment and
make soul winning our future goal instead
of b u i l d i n g e x p e n s i v e c h u r c h e s a n d
million-dollar camps, in a time when our
opportunities seem to be closing. Also
your report on the gain of the Southern
Baptists of 160,594 in the year 1976-1977.
A few weeks ago it was my wife's and my
privilege to be in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
and to attend the Wednesday night prayer
meeting of Lee Roberson when over 4,000
were in attendance. I checked the yellow
pages to see how many Baptist churches
were recorded, and found 202, all but a few
in the Chattanooga area. This should give
us as Brethren in Christ a vision; also an
example as to what can be done.
Allen Brubaker
Westfield, PA
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The Church
and the Homosexual
Roy V. Sider

" G a y s " are out of the closets. They
are marching on the streets. The
homosexual's call for acceptance in
society brings the moral and spiritual
implications sharply to the attention
of the church. The Rev. Tom Maurer
of San Francisco, President of the
Society for Individual Rights, estimates that homosexuals in the
U.S.A. number between 15 and 20
million. Only 1 to 3 per cent of females
in the population are exclusively
homosexual, while the number of
males may range as high as 16 per
cent. Such sexual deviation knows
neither cultural nor geographic boundaries. It is found among remote
tribes. It was openly sanctioned
among the Greeks of New Testament
times. Homosexuals are a part of our
communities, our congregations, our
families.
What causes the preference for sexual relations with a person of the same
sex? The sociological factors are not
clear. There are those who change
voluntarily from heterosexual practices (with the opposite sex) out of
wilfully perverted passions. There are
many others who have a homosexual
orientation from their very early
recollections. There is little indication
that this orientation results from
organic or biological factors. Rather it
appears to come from a complex set of
learning factors which are determined
early in life. ( O c t . / N o v . , 1977
editorial " T h e Wittenberg Door")
What do the Scriptures say about
homosexuality? Genesis 19 pictures
gay crowds seeking to break down the
door of Lot's house for the purpose of
sexual relations with the strangers who
T h e w r i t e r is b i s h o p of t h e C a n a d i a n
Conference, Brethren in Christ Church.
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came to the city. Sodom has become a
synonym for homosexuality. For this
sin, among others, God destroyed the
city. Lev. 18:22 states "Thou shalt not
lie with mankind as with womankind:
it is abomination" and 20:13 provides
the death penalty for such practices.
New Testament passages show continuing disapproval. Paul refers to
shameful lusts and the perversion of
women with women and men with
men. (Romans 1:24-32 Among the
wicked who will not inherit the
kingdom of God, Paul lists male
prostitutes and homosexual offenders
(I Cor. 6:9).
The Bible reveals the natural order
of God from creation as male and
female. Jesus affirmed the union of
male and female, man and wife, joined
by God and not to be separated by
man (Matt. 19:4-6). Indeed this is the
basis for Paul's later statements in
Romans that homosexuality is disorder. It is departing from God's
order. It is perversion. It is degrading.
It is sexual impurity. The breadth of
this indictment against all homosexual
activity is seen in the use of the two
Greek
w o r d s mal a kio
and
arsenokoitai
(male prostitutes and
homosexual offenders) in I Cor. 6:9.
John M. B a t t e a u
("Sexual
Differences: A Cultural Convention?"
Christianity
Today, July 9, 1977)
points out that these two words were
used by Greek authors to apply to the
full spectrum of homosexuality, both
promiscuous and monogamous.
But wait! There is hope and there is
help. If homosexuality is a step by step
learned orientation, even if in very
early life cannot it be reversed and
heterosexuality learned by the grace of
God? Paul's reference to homosexuals

in I Cor. 6 goes on to say, "And that is
what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our G o d " (I
Cor. 6:11). God changed them and he
can do the same today! An essential
element is the personal desire for
change. What need there is for that
change. John Wesley Hansen (Light
and Life Nov. 22, 1977) writes out of
his own experience " T h e undeniable
chaos of my own life asserted beyond
contradiction that the gay life was
(and is) sinful, unproductive, noncreative, and depersonalizing. A more
emphatic indictment of any style of
living cannot be made." He speaks of
his return from a literal cliff of suicide
to the loving redemptive grace of the
Lord Jesus. Yet he writes "I could not
find a Christian fellowship which
would accept me as a bona fide
believer in Christ. They all wanted me
to be t r a n s f o r m e d o u t s i d e t h e
fellowship somewhere; and then, after
a lapse of time during which I proved
my change, I would be admitted as a
second-rate believer."
Would you accept a newly
redeemed homosexual as your friend
and brother or sister? Such a person
may not immediately change from the
previous sexual tendencies. Temptations will continue. However—all
believers may experience sexual purity
and deliverance from unholy passions.
The church is open to be a loving,
caring, restorative fellowship for
whoever comes in repentance and faith
to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
There are no exceptions. There are no
second-rate members of the family of
God.
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Religious News
Rise in Use of Alcohol
Noted Among College Women
A new study by the Medical Foundation
reveals that alcohol use among college
students has increased substantially in the
last 25 years, especially among women.
The study compared responses from
some 7,300 students at 34 New England
colleges, interviewed last Spring, with the
responses of students interviewed in a
classic 1950 study, involving 15,000
students on 27 campuses across the U.S.
Henry Wechsler, who conducted the
new study, said some 95 per cent of college
students now consume some alcohol, with
"little differences among classes or sexes."
The 1950 study found that 80 per cent of
college men and 61 per cent of college
women were drinkers.
U.S. Teens Divorce at
Twice National Rate
Teenage American women who marry
between 14 and 17 have a 72 per cent
chance of ending their first marriage in
divorce, according to recent calculations of
the Population Reference Bureau.
Those who marry at 18-19 have a 46 per
cent chance. T h e national divorce level for
all first marriages is 38 per cent.
251 Members Share in M M A
Catastrophe Grants
Catastrophic medical expenses were
lightened for 251 members of Mennonite
Mutual Aid Association health plans
during 1977 by special grants totaling
$132,570.
A one percent assessment of all M M A A
health plan members made the special
grants possible. The above-agreement
assistance was shared by members in 27
states, representing seven Mennoniterelated denominations.
" W e m a k e the grants on the basis of
need and personal and congregational
r e s o u r c e s , " R u t h A n n Miller of the
C a t a s t r o p h e Aid review committee indicated, "following inquiries to the local
pastor and congregational mutual aid
representative or deacon."

American children shows a significant rise
in the number of fatherless families in the
last six years.
The report shows that one-eighth of
white children and two-fifths of black
children under 18 live in families lacking
the presence of a father. The figures are
about one-third higher in each case than
six years ago.
Studies show that families headed by a
mother without the support of a father
tend to be among the poorest in the nation.
Such families frequently live on charity
and are on welfare.
World's Birth Rate
Now at Record Low
New population figures reveal that the
world's birth rate dropped to a record low
during the past year, and average life
expectancy reached a new high. The death
rate held steady.
The world's annual birth rate dropped
from 30 per 1000 a year ago to 29 per
1000—the " l o w e s t figure in recorded
h i s t o r y , " a c c o r d i n g to P o p u l a t i o n
Reference Bureau, a private educational
organization based in Washington, D.C.
Average life expectancy at birth this
year was 60 years, up from 59 last year.
The death rate held steady at 12 persons
per thousand.

At its annual meeting, January 20
and 21, M C C (Canada) took action to
share with Prime Minister Trudeau
concerns relating to Canadian unity
and relationships. Although the concerns were broadly based it was clear
that the French Canadian issue was in
mind as was also the native peoples.
Reflecting on their own experience
as a minority with an 190 year history
in Canada they highlighted in the
letter areas of national tension. They
informed Mr. Trudeau of a call to
prayer being issued to Brethren in
Christ and Mennonite congregations,
and included in the letter to the Prime
Minister this statement which has
been sent to Brethren in Christ and
Mennonite churches in Canada.

Repentance
for having p r o m o t e d
selfish interests to the hurt of the less
privileged and weak, and that we have
not loved our neighbor as Jesus has
loved us.

Census Study Reveals Rise
In 'Fatherless' Families
A new C e n s u s B u r e a u

Thanksgiving for the good qualities of
Canada where attempts are made to
correct injustices, to promote harmony
and goodwill within our country and the
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Mennonite Sale and Chorus
Raise $100,000
$100,000 was raised for Mennonite Central Committee at the eleventh annual
West Coast Relief Sale and
first-ever
concert of the West Coast Mennonite
Men's Chorus. The action-packed
weekend was again held in a fruitpacking
plant between Reedley and Dinuba, Calif.
Wisconsin's Senate
Votes Against Lottery
In a 25 to 8 vote, Wisconsin's Senate
killed a proposed constitutional amendment to legalize a state-operated lottery.
Church groups, including the Wisconsin
Council of Churches, opposed the lottery
plan.
Sen. Ronald Parys (D. —Milwaukee),
principal author of the lottery project,
said, "We'll have to start all over again."
Under Wisconsin law, a constitutional
amendment must be approved by two
consecutive legislative sessions before it
can be submitted to a statewide referendum.

MCC (Canada) States Concern

"Simple" M M A Health Plan
Ready by New Year
A simple health plan is a difficult assignment, but we are committed to it. We hope
to have a new plan or plans ready by
January 1, 1979." So said Dwight Stoltzfus, acting president of Mennonite Mutual
Aid, following a programs seminar in
Goshen, Indiana M a r c h 1517.
T h e assignment to provide a simpler
health plan than those now being offered
was given to M M A during a review of
M M A ' s m a n d a t e from the church in
November, 1978.

profile

"Massive family planning efforts in
developing c o u n t r i e s " and the recent
"record low fertility rates in developed
nations" were cited as major reasons for
the declining world birth rate.

Whereas Canada has been divided by
various sectional interests and power
structures which threaten the very unity
of our country.
Be it resolved that we declare the
Sunday that is closest to July First as
Canada Day. a day of national repentace, thanksgiving, and prayer.

community of nations so that all peoples
may live well under God in this world
which He has created so rich in natural
resources and spiritual gifts for the
benefit and blessing of all.
Prayer for our federal, provincial, and
municipal governments, that they might
govern well under God, seeking the
welfare of all Canadians so that all
might live in unity to the praise of God's
glory, and that His will might be done
on earth as it is in heaven, and prayer
that God might help us to show genuine
love to all those who feel rejected and
alienated, so that broken relationships
might be healed and that peace and
friendship will prevail.

The letter then concluded with the
following suggestions
from
M C C ( C a n a d a ) which it was believed
would aid in improving the present
climate:
1.

2.

3.
4.

do more to encourage and safeguard
the languages and culture of all
minority groups throughout the entire country;
develop a major interchange of inf o r m a t i o n and persons between
various regions and culture concentrations in Canada through travel
incentives and student
and
vocational exchanges;
make federation as attractive as
possible within the constitution;
do everything possible to prevent
the use of the sword (in the military
sense) and the shedding of blood.

7

Without the Spirit
Grace Holland
T h r o u g h o u t the Old Testament
God the Father pursued His reach for
man. In the gospels Christ became, in
a sense, the greatest missionary who
ever lived. But it was at the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that the
explosion of the mission movement
took place. W h i l e m o d e r n missionaries are at least vaguely conscious of the part which the Holy
Spirit plays in missions, a study into
His activity in this movement makes it
clear that He is accorded far too little
thought today. We must realize that
without Him there could be no missionary movement at all.
The Outburst at Pentecost
Peter explained the events of the
Day of Pentecost as fulfilment of
prophesies for the last days. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was truly
the beginning of the end. Who would
not want to shout this to the world?
God's Word has been fulfilled! Christ
has won the victory! The Holy Spirit
has come as the firstfruit of full and
final redemption! Thus there is a
motivation for mission which has not
existed before.

(John 6:63). Under the law there was
death to proclaim, but now it was
possible to offer to the world the life
from God.
How then did the Holy Spirit
manifest Himself on the Day of
Pentecost? He did so primarily in the
witness which the 120 were now able
and impelled to give. "And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts
2:4). The people from all parts of the
world said, " W e hear them telling in
our own tongues the mighty works of
G o d " (Acts 2:11). Thus the church is a
witnessing church from the beginning
because it is her nature. Witnessing
will not be one of many activities in
the church. It will be the base out of
which many other activities arise.
The Holy Spirit Prepares Missionaries
But the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit was not just a corporate event
for the church. It was also personal.
The presence of the Holy Spirit was
proof that God was working in them.
"By this we know that we abide in him
and he in us, because he has given us of

There is no activity in which men engage which so impresses man with the
sense of his personal helplessness than missionary work. In bringing the
Gospel to the world the witness for Christ knows how utterly impossible it is
for him to change the heart of a man. As soon as he begins his labor he
immediately experiences the opposition of the forces of evil. Though this is
humbling, neither is there any work in which we are supported by such
overwhelming promises. To feel this, recall his promises: "all power has
been give to me. . . . I am with you always."
—Richard DeRidder, Discipling the Nations
Furthermore, the Holy Spirit has
brought life to the church. Though the
community of Christ existed before
Pentecost, it was through this event
that the church recognized itself and
spoke of itself as the new community.
There is also life in the Spirit which
the church can now pass on. Jesus had
said, " I t is the spirit that gives life, the
flesh is of no avail; the words that I
have spoken to you are spirit and life"
The writer is a student at the Fuller School of
Missions where her husband, Fred, is a member
of the staff. T h e Hollands served as missionaries
in Rhodesia for years prior to their return to the
States in 1974.
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his own Spirit" (1 John 4:13). The
fruit of the Spirit produced in their
lives demonstrated the power of God
to themselves and others in ways
perhaps more deeply impressive than
even those of the outward miracles
performed.
The gifts of the Spirit provided for
ministry to every need within the
church so that the body could function
and grow. As Jesus promised the
presence of the Holy Spirit to the
disciples he had used a name for Him
which implied many functions. Besides
guiding them into truth and reminding

them of all Jesus taught, the Paraclete
would also make them witnesses (John
15:27). It is no wonder that the 120
behaved as they did on the Day of
Pentecost and on the days following if
their baptism was that of the Spirit of
witness!
In the Acts 1:8 record of the Great
Commission Jesus summarized as
" p o w e r " that which the disciples
would receive through the Holy Spirit.
There must be more than fruit, gifts,
and a spirit of witness. There must be
authority. Now the symbols under
which the Holy Spirit came—the
forceful wind, the blazes of fire—indicated the power with which He
would work.
All this man would receive in the
Holy Spirit—and to what purpose?
"But you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be my witnesses . . ." (Acts
1:8). Thus did Christ prepare His
followers—all of them—for the one
g r e a t task of p r o c l a i m i n g Him
throughout the world. Nothing was
ever said to indicate that witnessing
would be the work of a few. Yet the
Holy Spirit did choose some to witness
for Christ in special ways.
He Chooses and Directs His Special
Messengers
Christ directed the disciples to
" m a k e disciples of all nations" (Matt.
28:19) but it took a special boost by
the Holy Spirit to get Peter to go to
anyone but Jews and Samaritans. It
was the Spirit who told Peter to go
with the men from Cornelius' house
(Acts 10:9) and allowed him to see
the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on Gentiles. Thus it was the Holy
Spirit who initiated the missionary
move outside Jewry, showing Peter
that a new age was beginning and the
wall between Jews and Gentiles was
broken down.
The Holy Spirit also chose Paul and
Barnabas and directed them in special
mission. "While they were worshiping
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have
called them' " (Acts 13:2). It was here
that the great missionary movement to
Evangelical
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There Is No Mission
the nations was finally inaugurated.
But the Holy Spirit not only got the
missionaries s t a r t e d — H e directed
them all the way—sometimes in very
explicit fashion. The Spirit forbade
Paul to "speak the Word in Asia."
What did the Holy Spirit want? He
wanted Paul, now accompanied by
Silas, to move on to another part of
the world rather than continue to
move around in Asia Minor. " A n d a
vision appeared to Paul in the night: a
m a n of M a c e d o n i a was standing
beseeching him and saying, ' C o m e
over to Macedonia and help u s ' "
(Acts 16:9).
Later Paul felt that he should move
on to R o m e and from there reach out
to Spain—then considered the outer
extremity of the world. He wrote to
the R o m a n s that God had worked "by
the power of the Holy Spirit, so that
from Jerusalem and as far round as
Illyricum I have fully preached the
gospel of Christ" (Rom. 15:19). How
did Paul know that his witness in these
regions was thorough enough and that
he should go on to places where Christ
had not been named? Paul's writings
show us His great dependence on the
Holy Spirit as he speaks of the
"demonstration of the Spirit and of
power" (1 Cor. 2:4), of the mystery
now revealed to the "apostles and
prophets by the Spirit" (Eph. 3:5), of
the gospel which comes "in power and
in the Holy Spirit" (1 Thess. 1:5).
He Works in the Hearts of the Hearers
But not only did the Holy Spirit
d i r e c t t h e m e s s e n g e r s , he a l s o
prepared the hearts of those who
listened. Jesus said that the Holy
Spirit would "convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and
j u d g m e n t " (John 16:8). This the missionary cannot do. He can present the
truth. He can give facts for the mind to
examine, but to convince the heart is
work for the Spirit of God. Again and
again the New Testament messengers
were reminded of this. Stephen in
giving his martyr sermon realized that
the men were not resisting his words
but told them, " Y o u always resist the
Holy Spirit" (Acts 7:51). Paul realized
in Philippi that it was not his words
May 25, 1978

that opened Lydia's heart but that the
Lord had opened her heart to act on
what he said (Acts 16:14). Harry Beer,
in his book Pentecost and Mission,
points out that the Holy Spirit moves
the hearts of individuals not only one
by one but as groups. He cites no less
than 17 references in the book of Acts
where large numbers of people made
what Donald McGavran would call
multi-individual decisions for Christ.
He also points out at least six cases in
which family groups received the
message. Sure the missonary must
admit his complete dependence on the
activity of the Holy Spirit and must
also allow the Spirit to work in the
way He designs.
This is not to say that man has
nothing to do with where and how the
Holy Spirit works. The 120 were
waiting in Jerusalem in obedience and
prayer when the first outpouring of the
Spirit came (Acts 1:14). The Holy

obedience to Him so that the message
is given to the hearts whom He has
prepared.
He Establishes the Church
Once the hearers have been won and
have committed themselves to Christ,
the Holy Spirit is then free to start the
cycle over again with the imparting of
Himself, the preparation of new missionaries, the direction of these missionaries, and work in the hearts of
their hearers. He can be trusted to
establish the believers and incorporate
them into the Church. In fact, this is
one great significance of His baptism.
" F o r by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:13). He
continues to bear His fruit and bestow
His gifts as we teach new converts of
Him and they submit to His control.

A return to or a deepening of missionary concern in the Church is
inescapably dependent upon a return to or a deepening of the understanding
of the Spirit and to greater obedience to His promptings. But then we must
not in the first place turn to the doctrine of the Spirit as that doctrine is
found in works on Christian doctrine. These will help us but little. We must
turn to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit as that is unfolded in the New
Testament. The doctrine there unfolded is that the Spirit is a Spirit of life
who transmits His life through witness.
—Harry R. Boer, Pentecost and Mission
Spirit filled them again when they
prayer when the first outpouring of the
tion (Acts 13:2). It was when the
church in Antioch was worshiping the
Lord and fasting that the Holy Spirit
chose Barnabas and Paul for missionary work (Acts 13:2).
M c G a v r a n , in w r i t i n g on the
relationship between revival and
Church Growth, points out that prayer
and feeding on God's Word result
[through the revival] in holy living,
power, and the proclamation of the
gospel, but that these will not
necessarily result in the expansion of
the church unless men observe the way
God works through webs of relationship and other means, and work
with Him. What is needed is that the
missionary observe and take advantage of the conditions which the Holy
Spirit has created and to act in

Therefore the work of the Holy
Spirit Himself, the manifestation of
Christ in us, must be a very real part
of the missionary message. T h e
priesthood and ministry of every
believer must be emphasized and no
impression given that the power of the
Holy Spirit is the special possession of
the missionary. The significance of
Pentecost is that this Spirit is given to
all who obey (Acts 5:32).
He Will Empower Us
We have much to learn about the
power of the Holy Spirit in mission.
We have seen that without Him there
is no mission. When we stifle Him or
forget Him we are bound to fail in our
efforts to bring the world to Christ.
Too often we have tried to force
to page ten
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Saints Equipped
Paul Rees

Why does Christ's Church have
"apostles,"
"prophets,"
"evangelists," "pastors," "teachers"?
If you use the King James Version for
the Apostle Paul's answer, this is what
you get:
For the perfecting of saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ (Eph. 4:12).

Now read it in the New English Bible:
. . . T o equip G o d ' s people for work in
his service, to the building up of the
body of Christ.

After the word "saints," translated as
"God's people," note the missing
comma. It was inserted by the King
James translators simply because they
thought it ought to be there. Later
scholars have tended to omit it on the
ground that its presence breaks the
flow of Paul's thought.
The difference that is made by the
comma's absence, far from being
slight, is important. If it is kept, the
meaning is that the clergy have the
dual responsibility of equipping God's
people and of exercising ministry. If it
is left out, the meaning is that
"ministry" is not the monopoly of the
clergy, but the responsibility of all the
people of God, and that the role of the
clergy is to help them to fulfil that
responsibility.
Tradition That Tethers
In the early Christian church there
was no such gap between clergy and
laity as that which developed later.
"Even those who were called bishops,"
remarks Bishop Lesslie Newbegin in
his late book The Good
Shepherd,
"were men who had to earn their own
living, probably as slaves in a pagan
h o u s e h o l d . " But then c a m e the
"conversion" of Constantine and the
rise of Christianity as an "official"
religion. Gradually Christians were
being classified into two orders: "the
clergy whose duty was to reach and to
govern and the laity whose role was to
learn and obey."
The article by the well-known preacher,
writer, and pastor to pastors, is reprinted from
World
Vision Magazine, Copyright August
1977, World Vision, Inc. Used by permission.
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Sadly enough, this tradition survived the Reformation. In modified
form it has been found in most of our
Protestant communions.
Mentality That Menaces
In spite of the measurable success
that has come to efforts at improving
clergy/laity relationships and refocusing on New Testament patterns,
there is still among us a strong
mindset that is "clerical." According
to this view, the clergy are dominantly
responsible for church order (administration), church doctrine
( t h e o l o g y ) and church o u t r e a c h
(evangelism). A few years aso John
Lawrence, editor of Frontier, wrote:
What does the layman really want? He
wants a building that looks like a
church; a clergyman dressed in the way
he approves; services of the kind he has
been used to and to be left alone.

Exaggerated? Yes. But not enough to
be a serious distortion. Take a look.
See how it is in your church. And the
fault, let it be added, usually lies on
both sides of the clergy/laity line.
Engagement That Equips
In a talk he gave to the clergy of the
M a d r a s ( I n d i a ) diocese Bishop
Newbegin said:
The ordained pastor is called to train all
the members committed to his care for
their ministry in the world.

Hans Rudi Weber is getting at the
same truth when he writes:
The laity are not helpers of the clergy so
that the clergy can do their job, but the
clergy are helpers of the whole people of
God, so that the laity can be the church.

Although the first part of that sentence
strikes me as being an overstatement,
the observation is fundamentally
sound.
It would be a mistake, however, to
conclude that this equipping task of
the pastors is designed simply to
prepare lay people for what we commonly call "church work," such as
singing in a choir or serving on a
committee. This kind of activity can
be a performance that is job-centered

rather than a ministry that is peoplec e n t e r e d . P a s t o r s with cleansed
motives have, therefore, the responsibility of "growing" members who
are learning from Christ how to turn
job-performance into people-care.
But the equipping task is even
bigger. It includes the ways and means
by which pastors can help their
people—male and female—to convert
their vocational activities into opportunities for Christian ministry. Doctors, nurses, lawyers, t e a c h e r s ,
merchants, administrators, government officials and employees—all
these, as Christians, need training if
they are to become to others the
channels of Christ's ministering,
caring love.
Out of the National Evangelical
Anglican Congress, held in Nottingham, England last April, came
"The Nottingham Statement," from
which I quote:
Christianity is a one-caste religion: all
Christians are equally called to minister
to Christ in the world, and ministry
must be seen as a calling for all, not a
status for some.

Well said! Let it be well practiced
by all the rest of us.

Spirit and Mission

from page nine

obedience to the Great Commission as
an external command—a responsibility, a burden—forgetting that our very
life as a church depends on our
response to the inner compulsion of
the Spirit to witness.
If we try to keep the Holy Spirit to
ourselves we act against our own
nature and His, because it is the nature
of the church to grow and it is the
nature of the Holy Spirit to pass on
life to more and more peoples.
Individually as missionaries we
must develop a stronger and more
c o n s i s t e n t c o n s c i o u s n e s s of and
emphasis on the Holy Spirit. When we
have done all we know to do to carry
out His commission—we have acquainted ourselves with God's Word
and m e t h o d s , we have e x p o s e d
ourselves to the insights and research
of others having gifts of the Spirit, we
have prayed earnestly and worked
diligently—then we can submit to the
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit in mission through the church without fear
and can count on His continuous work
through her.
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Church News

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Elderhostel Program Begins in July

Messiah College is one of ten colleges in
Pennsylvania chosen for participation in
the Elderhostel P r o g r a m this summer.
Designed for senior citizens who come to
the campus for a one-week stay, courses

will be on the collegiate level but without
homework, grades, tests, etc.
Each course will be taught up to two
hours a day, five days a week. Popular
classes are philosophy, history, literature,
writing, art, economics, and other liberal
arts studies.
Messiah College is committed to work
with this program during the weeks of July
16, July 30 and August 6. The senior
citizens will live in one of the residence
halls, eat in the dining room, and generally
participate in campus activities.
T h e college administration and faculty
are excited about this new venture because
it provides a significant way to serve senior
citizens.
Patterned after a successful venture
begun in 1974 at the University of New
Hampshire, the program has been instituted in a growing number of states.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

It is reported by the Paramount congregation that five persons were baptized
on Sunday, April 2, and six persons were
received into church.
It is reported by the Paramount congregation that five persons were baptized
on Sunday, April 2, and six persons were
received into church membership on Sunday, April 16. The pastor is Rev. J a m e s
Ernst.
A musical program was presented to the
Spring Hope congregation on Sunday
evening, April 16, by the Penn View
Chapel Choir. The ladies of the congregation served the evening meal to the group
of 60 prior to the service. Rev. Ken Mackie
is the pastor.

Atlantic
Dr. John Bennett, medical doctor from
Harrisburg, spoke to the Conoy Adult
Sunday School on April 16. Dr. Bennett,
who is also a Gideon, shared in the worship
service. The pastor is Rev. Jay Sisco.
Approximately 45 persons from the
Refton congregation participated in a Lay
Witness Mission on March 10-12. The
weekend was climaxed on Sunday evening
when the group met for an evaluation
session. Rev. Harry D. Bert is the pastor.
A "This is Your Life" was observed by
the Speedwell Heights congregation for
Esther Henry, on Sunday, February 26.
One hundred friends came to share and to
recall. Former pastors and associates of
Miss Henry highlighted her life of nursing
and spiritual care. She was presented with
a stereo by the congregation.

An Open House was held on March 19,
for Mr. and Mrs. George H. Kipe,
Chambersburg, Pa., in honor of their 60th
wedding anniversary. T h e Kipes have three
sons: Rev. George Kipe, Rev. A m o s Kipe,
and David F. Kipe; 11 grandchildren; and
17 great-grandchildren.

T h e Cedar Grove congregation reports a
good attendance at their Sweetheart Banquet held on April 8, with Dr. Richard
Canfield as the guest speaker. Rev. Eugene
Heidler is the pastor.
T h e C o l y e r congregation r e c e i v e d
several persons into membership on Easter
Sunday, including Mrs. Katherine C.
Webb who will be 94 years of age on June
17. T h e pastor, Rev. Wesley C. Smeal,
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reports Mrs. Webb as being the oldest
person he has admitted into fellowship of
the church.
The Five Forks congregation held their
first Annual Fellowship Dinner on Saturday, April 8, at The Savoy, with 133
persons attending. The pastor is Rev.
Rupert Turman.
The Hollowell congregation held Rally
Day on Sunday, April 16, using the theme
" L e t Y o u r Light S h i n e . " T h e guest
speaker was Dr. David Logan, a surgeon
at the York Hospital. Mrs. Logan, Joe
Ressler, and Beverly Ressler also shared.
Rev. Kenneth Engle is the pastor.
A program, centered on Ecclesiastes 3:1,
was r e c e n t l y p r e s e n t e d to the
Mechanicsburg congregation by t h e
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Nurses'
Association. There are 18 nurses in the
congregation where Rev. C h a r l e s R.
Burgard is the pastor. (See photograph in
May 10, issue).
The Montgomery congregation reports
that during 1977, 71 persons had perfect
Sunday school attendance and four persons had read through the Bible. Rev. H.
Melvin Boose is the pastor.

Miss Henry is joining the staff of the
Messiah Village.

Canadian
T h e Houghton congregation held a
Ground Breaking Service for expanding
present facilities on Sunday, April 23.
Community leaders as well as Council
Members participated in the service. Rev.
John R. Sider is the pastor.
The Kirkland Lake congregation reports
continued interest and growth in the new
congregation. An evening Bible study for
to page fourteen
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Christian Education
Workshops
E

2.

3.

4.
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Communicating the Brethren in Christ Heritage
This workshop will discuss the elements in the BIC
heritage which should be emphasized and examine
methods and materials to aid in the communication of
the heritage.
Leader: E. Morris Sider, Professor of
History,
Messiah College
Leadership in the Church
Particular attention will be given to the relationship
between staff persons, salaried or volunteers. Also
considered will be the gifts of the Spirit, the needs of
the congregation, and the ministry of the pastor.
Leader: Walter Winger, Pastor, Carlisle BIC Church
Spiritual Dynamics of a Christian Home
This workshop includes a presentation of some of the
basic principles upon which a Christian home should
function and a discussion concerning how these
principles can be applied in specific live relationships.
Leader: Theodore Johnson, Chief of
Psychology,
Philhaven
Hospital
Sunday School Growth
This workshop includes exploration of some of the
principles, attitudes, and techniques of Sunday
School growth and interaction concerning practical

Every two years, General Conference brings extra
busy-ness to many families and church organizations.
The Board of Christian Education has been busy planning activities for all age groups and many interests.
Here is a sampling of BCE-sponsored activities you will
want to attend at this year's General Conference.

application of these principles in your Sunday School.
Leader: Douglas Sider, Pastor, Massey Place BIC
Church
5.

Teaching the Bible
The inductive method of Bible teaching will be
presented and practiced using the Gospel of John as a
basis. The goal of this method is to create biblically
knowledgeable Christians.
Leader: George Kimber, Associate
Professor of
Bible, Messiah College

6.

Using The Foundation Series
A workshop for superintendents and teachers
designed to answer questions and suggest ways to use
The Foundation Series effectively. Sponsored by
Commission on Christian Education Literature.
Leader: John Arthur Brubaker, Director of Board of
Christian
Education

7.

Issues for Brethren in Christ Youth
A workshop analyzing the need for and possible
methods of growing our youth a s t r o n g e r
denominational identity, an appreciation of our
heritage and distinctives, and an excitement about
missions.
Leader: Curtis Byers and Mary Brubaker
Evangelical
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Christian E d u c a t i o n A c t i v i t i e s
At General C o n f e r e n c e

Children Activities
Youth Activities
D I R E C T O R : D a l e W . Engle
SATURDAY
3:30 p.m.
SUNDAY
4:30 p.m.
10:30 p.m.
MONDAY
8:00 a.m.
TUESDAY
9 :C"
00 a.m.
00 p.m.
00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
8:15 a.m.
12:00 noon
9:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

THURSDAY
9:00 a.m.

Team Competition-"Tug of
War"
" H o a g i e Bash"-Upland
Youth Choir
Film-"Blood on the Mountain"
Trip to Hershey Park

Preliminary Quizzing
Preliminary Quizzing
Recreation: G a m e Room
and G y m
Anniversary Pageant
Film-"Step Over the Edge"

Preliminary Quizzing
Trip to Gettysburg
Quizzing Finals
" S u n d a e S p l a s h " (Build a
Super Dooper Looper)-Film
"Shiokari Pass"
Roller Skating and
Farewell Activities

"Retzel Yar K o o z " Memorial Swims
Sunday-Thursday at 4:00 a.m. by covered bridge.

For children five to twelve.
Activities include Bible lessons, heritage
special features, creative activities and

emphasis,
recreation.

T H E M E : " W e Follow O n "
D I R E C T O R S : Kenneth and Audrey Brubaker
MONDAY
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Bible Discovery
Heritage Discovery

TUESDAY
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Bible Discovery
Heritage Discovery

WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

Bible Discovery
Heritage Discovery

THURSDAY
10:00 a.m.

Bible Discovery

Heritage Activities
D I R E C T O R : Jesse B. Dourte
COMMITTEE:

Violet Long, Sec.
Kenneth M a r k
Glen Pierce

Esther Snyder
Benjamin T h u m a

TUESDAY
2 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
2:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m.
The Heritage Festival is located in the tent by the
Campus Center.
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the youth, an afternoon Bible study for the
ladies, and home Bible studies for the
family on Sunday evening are part of the
congregation's activities. The pastor is
Rev. A m o s Buckwalter.

Central
The Beulah Chapel (Ohio) congregation
held a Spiritual Life Emphasis Week on
April 17-26, with Rev. Henry Landis
serving as the guest speaker. Rev. Kenneth
Gibson is the pastor.
The Carland-Zion congregation held a
special Youth Retreat on Saturday, April
16. Teens from a Saginaw Teen Challenge
gave their testimonies and the film, " T h e
Cross and the Switchblade" were shown.
T h e pastor is Rev. Eric Stanton.
The Rolling Acres congregation reports
reaching record attendance of 121 on
Easter Sunday. A new class has been
started for post high school, entitled
" Y o u n g A d u l t " class. Rev. Rodger
McCann is the pastor.

Midwest
The Rosebank congregation reports a
good attendance for Neighbor Night held
on Wednesday, April 5. Redd Harper, the
" M r . T e x a s " of the Billy G r a h a m film,
presented the program. A carry-in meal
was held prior to the service. Rev. Joel
Carlson is serving as interim pastor.

Eisenhour: Tracey L., born Jan. 9, to
John and Doris Eisenhour, Jr., Skyline
View congregation, Pa.
Flowers: Kelly Gene, born March 10, to
David and Vickie Flowers, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Gray: Erin Elizabeth, born March 30, to
Mr. and Mrs. Don Gray, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
Harper: Amy Suzanne, born Feb. 1,
chosen by T h o m a s and Connie Harper,
Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Horst: Jason Matthew, born April 15, to
James and Jean (Hess) Horst, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.
Jenkins: Gina Emline, born March 16,
to M r . and Mrs. James Jenkins, Fairview
congregation, Ohio.
Keller: Micah Haven, born April 2, to
Mark and Darlene Keller, Des Moines, la.
Kennedy: N o r m a Grace, born April 15,
to Mr. and Mrs. Norman Kennedy, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Kesler: Rebekah Sebastian, born Feb.
27, to John Rebecca Kesler, Skyline View
congregation, Pa.
Neibert: Melissa Lynn, born Feb. 16, to
M r . and M r s . B r u c e N e i b e r t , J r . ,
Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Nystrom: Steven Erik, born Jan. 18 to
Joel and Sharon Nystrom, Refton congregation, Pa.
Pittman: Cory Andrew, born April 18,
to M r . and M r s . G e o r g e P i t t m a n ,
Hollowell congregation. Pa.

Pacific

Pyles: Donald Eugene, born Feb. 17, to
Donald and Mary Jane
Pyles,
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

The Life Line Chapel held a Hymn Sing
on Sunday evening, April 9. A special
feature was the "Churchaliers." Rev. Paul
D. Hill is the pastor.

Smith: Audria Marie, born April 17, to
Harley and Carolyn (Ritchey) Smith, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.

Births
Alleman: Ira Lee, born Feb.
Edward and Barbara Alleman,
congregation, Pa.

10, to
Conoy

Bixler: Jennifer Rose, born March 30,
to Roy and Mary (Wolgemuth) Bixler,
Cross Roads congregation. Pa.
Cassel: Rachel Dawn, born Feb. 22, to
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cassel, Fairview
congregation, Ohio.
Chapman: Amy Rebecca, born March
9, to Larry and Sandy (Peddle) C h a p m a n ,
Houghton congregation, Ont.
Christophel: Craig Bradley, born April
4, to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Christophel,
Jr., Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Davis: Robby Lynn, born Feb. I, to M r .
and Mrs. Randy Davis, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Ebersole: A m a n d a Michelle, born
March 8, to David and Connie Ebersole,
Conoy congregation, Pa.
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Zeager: Lisetta Diane, born Feb. 25, to
Daniel and Deborah Zeager, Conoy congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Engle-Hoover: Carolyn, daughter of
Mrs. Martha Hoover, Dillsburg, Pa., and
Albert H. Engle, G r a n t h a m , Pa., March
25, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Daniel Hoover,
uncle of the bride, officiating.
Morton-McNiven: Marlene Elizabeth,
d a u g h t e r of Rev. and Mrs. A n d r e w
McNiven, Hamilton, Ont., and Robert
Byron, son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Morton, Stoney Creek, Ont., Dec. 3, in the
Ridgemount Brethren in Christ with father
of the bride and Rev. Donald Olsen
officiating.
Simonton-Page: Robin Eileen, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Dwain Page, and Clark
Robinson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn
Simonton, April 15, in the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Eugene Heidler officiating.

Obituaries
Climenhaga: Laban Climenhaga, born
March 7, 1886 in Stevensville, Ont., died
Feb. 25, 1978, in the Kindersley Union
Hospital. He was the son of Peter and
Anna Climenhaga. He was married to
Priscilla Bert who preceded him in death
on July 24, 1971. He is survived by seven
daughters;
three sons; fifteen
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; a
b r o t h e r ; and nieces and nephews. A
daughter, Ruth, preceded him in death. He
was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church where he served for many years as
church treasurer, Sunday school
superintendent, and deacon. The funeral
service was conducted in the Kindersley
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Rudy
Janzen. Interment was in the Clearview
Cemetery.
Coyle: Penny Lynn Coyle, Bainbridge,
Pa., died April 5, 1978, at the age of 20.
She was the foster daughter of Marlin
Armold, Marietta, Pa., and Hazel Armold, Bainbridge, who survive. Also surviving are two sisters: Mrs. Peggy Byler
and Patricia Coyle; a half sister, Ginger
Kauflfman; and a half-brother, Roger
Henry. Her maternal grandmother; foster
maternal grandmother; and foster paternal
grandparents survive. She was a member
of the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was
conducted by Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev.
Allon Dourte. interment was in the Cross
Roads Cemetery.
Ebersole: Paul H. Ebersole, born July
14, 1920, died J a n . 30, 1978, in Hershey,
Pa. He is survived by a son, Paul, Jr.; and
a daughter, Carol Cunningham. The
funeral service was held in the Shenks
Brethren in C h r i s t C h u r c h where he
attended. Rev. Fred Geib and Rev. Hubert
Miller officiated. Interment was in the
Shenks Cemetery.
Hann: Ethel M. H a n n , Lemasters, Pa.,
born May 10, 1911, died March 12, 1978,
in the Leader Nursing Home. She was the
daughter of David and Clara Stoner. She
was married to Charles E. Hann who
survives. She is also survived by three
sisters and three brothers. She was a
member of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. H. Melvin Boose
and Rev. Lester Misner. Interment was in
the Montgomery Cemetery.
Snyder: Mrs. Mary B. Snyder, East
Petersburg, Pa., died Feb. 28, 1978, at the
age of 89 years. She was married to Jacob
O. Brubaker who died in 1916. She was
also married to Samuel S. Snyder who
preceded her in death in 1926. She is
survived by four children: Samuel S.
Snyder, Jr., Grace C. Brubaker, Mrs.
Anna Koser, and Mrs. Mary Jane David;
eight g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; nine greatgrandchildren; and two sisters. She was a
member of the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
conducted in the Buch Funeral Home,
Manheim, by Rev. Eber Dourte. Interment was in the M t . Pleasant Cemetery.
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Morris Sider writes book of biographies

Saints Are Human, Too
Luke Keefer, Jr.

Even for people who do not enjoy history, biographies
are a fascinating representation of the past. That is why
Dr. E. Morris Sider's most recent book, Nine Portraits:
Brethren in Christ Biographical Sketches, is a delightful
contribution to the bicentennial observance of the church.
Scheduled for release at General Conference in July, the
book should become a standard item in all Brethren in
Christ homes and congregational libraries.
Dr. Sider is already known among us from his Vision
for Service: A History of Upland College and his revival
history, Fire in the Mountains. As Dr. Wittlinger notes in
the introduction to this new book, Brother Sider's style
reflects a "combination of historical scholarship with the
biographer's a r t . " Most readers will enjoy the easy style of
a book written for a popular audience. Only if they bother
to pursue the notes to each chapter will they become aware
of the massive amount of historical material that the book
contains. Since each biographical sketch occupies about
thirty pages, one can finish each "life" before weariness
produces a loss of interest.
The nine biographical sketches present Sarah Bert,
Superintendent of the Chicago Mission; T. A. Long,
Missioner Evangelist; Charles Baker, Canadian Bishop; J.
R. Z o o k , Holiness Evangelist; H. Frances Davidson,
Pioneer African Missionary; George Detwiler, Editor of
the Evangelical Visitor; Fred Elliott, Canadian Preacher;
C. C. Burkholder, First President of Upland College; and
O. B. Ulery, Churchman and C a m p Meeting Enthusiast.
Thus Dr. Sider's selections include both women and men
and represent the scope of the church geographically and
theologically, as well as in its areas of ministry.
The range of representatives is limited in only one
respect. They represent only one period of time—the last
decades of the nineteenth century and the early decades of
the present century. M o r e recent figures are not included
because the author did not want to write about church
leaders who are still living. Earlier figures could not be
included because the supply of primary materials is too
limited. So little is available for the first century of our
church's existence that it is virtually impossible to write a
biography of the first leaders of the church.
Being limited to this period, however, is far from
unfortunate, for this was a period of crucial happenings in
the Brethren in Christ Church. Geographically the church
was moving westward, and then, under the missionary
impulse, to many points around the world. The spirit of a
new day was infecting the church. Sunday schools, church
colleges, benevolent institutions, a church paper, and
revival services found their way into the church. New
issues were faced: Wesleyan holiness, changing dress
standards, the use of musical instruments, a supported
ministry, and the role of women were important ones
The writer of this review is College Chaplain and Assistant
Religion. Messiah
College
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among others. Thus the people represented help us relive
this significant period. We see these things through their
eyes. Sometimes they are the innovators; then again, they
oppose some issues with vigor. They take differing stances
in the debate, and thus furnish us with the spectrum of
opinion current then on the issues and, in some respects,
reflected within the church today. These voices from our
past help us understand what being Brethren in Christ
means.
Hopefully this book will stimulate a new generation of
historians and authors among the Brethren in Christ.
Along with Dr. Wittlinger's new history of the denomination, it is filling in the outlines of our past. It also reveals
new sources for information. One will note Dr. Sider's
wide use of interviews to obtain information about his
representatives. This serves to remind us that there are
many yet alive who carry a wealth of church history in
their memory. Possibly, too, this book will prompt others
to write biographies about additional people whose illustrious careers are worthy material for new books. One
would hope that it will send some of us scurrying to our
attics for old bits of history which should become part of
the church archives.
Dr. Sider's book is a valuable tool for instilling piety
and devotion. God's truth shines best when lived out in real
lives before us. You will thrill to the testimonies of these
lives—their thoroughgoing conversions, their deeper experiences with the Holy Spirit, and their steps of obedience
to God. These lives reveal self-sacrifice and compassion as
they go after the lost and minister to the needy. Their
courage of conviction is also demonstrated. For example,
one brother suffered the authorities closing his business
during the Second World War rather than manufacture
military supplies. There is the element of the heroic in
these characters, and Dr. Sider presents them in that light.
He depicts them as saints, albeit saints whose halos have a
tendency to slip at times and catch awkwardly about the
ears. His characters are human and believable. This
commends their piety all the more, for it puts it within our
reach.
The book has its light touches. One will not want to miss
an early attempt to describe how an anthem differs from a
hymn. You will be surprised to discover an early holiness
preacher who read the comics in the newspaper. How
about some brethren who get a bit tipsy on the way to a
love feast! Predictably there is a tale or two from Messiah
College days. Just enough humor slips into the narratives
to provide the comic relief necessary for a good biography.
I recommend this book highly. Read it for pleasure or
for serious study. Read it in family devotions or use it in
Sunday school classes and church study groups. Give it as
a gift to a church youth or to one who cannot get to
church. But be sure to get your copy at General
Conference. It will be a most enjoyable way to remember
the bicentennial year of the church.
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Is Your Religion a Problem
Jesse F. Lady

How refreshing it is to read the words of the Psalmist—
" T h e Lord is my strength and song, and is become my
salvation." You will find these words in the 118th Psalm.
This verse expresses the normal attitude toward genuine
religion.
There are lots of people who have good religion. They
are much concerned about it and give it much thought.
However, what they have to say about their religion is
much different from what the Psalmist had to say. To hear
some people talk it sounds like the Lord is a problem;
prayer is a problem; the Bible is a problem; the church is a
problem; youth is a problem; until the whole of life is one
great problem.
It would seem that everything about religion has become
a problem, something to be much worried over, and long
discussed. We are in danger of attempting the painful task
of working out our own religious problems for ourselves
instead of resting in quietness and confidence on the
authority of God's Word. Consequently to many people
the glorious blessings of salvation have ceased being their
strength and song and have become a discussion and a
debate.
A recent religious leader has remarked that a typical
discussion group on any college campus is likely to be one
of two subjects: love or religion—but too often it is religion
being analyzed or debated rather than religion as a matter
of joyful confidence and song. It is true, we need to teach
people to think for themselves and to know what they
believe and why, but to be predominantly critical and
analytical by constantly raising questions and doubts, we
are in danger of developing a generation which say, " T h e
Lord is my problem," instead of saying, " T h e Lord is my

strength and song."
Let us recall the familiar whimsy:
"A Centipede was happy quite,
Until a frog in fun
Said, " P r a y , which leg comes after
which?"
This raised her mind to such a pitch,
She lay distracted in the ditch,
Considering how to run."
We are not pleading for shallow optimism. We are not
denying the problems of religion in this generation. We are
not afraid to raise questions about Christianity and its
practical applications to life. We do want to emphasize the
truth that we do not need to solve all the mysteries of the
worlds about us before we can enjoy them.
To be sure, Christianity is easier to discuss than to live.
Thus we go on hiding behind the discussion of it. But
remember that the loveliest and deepest experiences of life
are not realized at the end of a discussion but in actually
sharing one's life in devotion to Christ and His cause
wherever He may lead. Be sure of this: if anyone's religion
is to be contagious, it must first of all be enjoyed. It must
be his strength and song.
Therefore, wanted! Joyful and courageous Christians,
enriched by faith in Christ and His Word, who are
honestly facing and meeting the problems of everyday life
in such a way that people will come and inquire the way of
salvation and life.
This article appeared twenty-five years ago as an editorial in the
August 3, 1953, issue of the Evangelical
Visitor. The writer, now
deceased, served the Brethren in Christ as bishop, evangelist, Bible
teacher, college president, missionary and at the time of the writing the
editorial as an associate editor of the V I S I T O R .

